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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2007 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, GW, UR, WB, US, UK, FR 

SUBJECT: ALLIED STATEMENT ON LAENDER INTERIOR MINISTERS MEETING 
REF: USBERLIN 1991 

tv INITIAL RELUCTANCE OF BRITISH TO ISSUANCE OF 

ALLIED STATEMENT WAS OVERCOME AND FRENCH PREFERENCE 

FOR ATTRIBUTING STATEMENT TO "INFORMED SOURCES" WAS 

CHANGED AS RESULT SERIES OF MEETINGS AFTERNOON OF 

OCT 2. FINAL STATEMENT ISSUED BY ACTING BRITISH PRESS OFFICER 

(CHAIRMAN) READ AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, THE ALLIED PRESS 
SPOKESMAN STATED THAT THE SOVIET PROTEST AGAINST 
THE CONFERENCE OF LAENDER MINISTERS OF THE INTERIOR HELD 
IN BERLIN WAS IMMEDIATELY ANSWERED ON THE SPOT. THE 
PRESS SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT IT WAS NOT CUSTOMARY FOR 
THE ALLIES TO DISCUSS PUBLICLY THE CONTENTS OF 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SOVIETS ON BERLIN AFFAIRS. 
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UNQUOTE 

FRENCH INSISTED ON "ANSWERED'' RATHER THAN "REJECTED" 

ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM FRENCH EMB BONN. 

2. STATEMENT WAS CARRIED BY DPA AND PUBLISHED IN ALL 
MAJOR BERLIN NEWSPAPERS MORNING OF OCT 3. WHEN CHAIRMAN POLAD 
SEE KHOTULEV ON OCT 3 TO COMPLAIN ABOUT PUBLICITY SOVIETS 
GAVE THEIR PROTEST, HE WILL NOTE ALLIED BELIEVED IT NECESSARY 
SET RECORD STRAIGHT THROUGH LOW-KEY PRESS STATEMENT AND 
EXPRESS HOPE THAT WE CAN RESTORE CONFIDENTIALITY TO FUTURE 
EXCHANGES.GEORGE 
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